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The Inevitability of Renovation 
by KASHIMOTO, Kingoro 


"The unit which I was in was scheduled to attack NANKIYG by marching through 
WUHU and up the YAGTZE River. But two days before the fall of NAMKING, we 
unexpectedly received an order to attack all the Chinese soldiers retreating 
from NANKING toward the north on board transport ships. ‘We instantly went back 
to WUHU and laid out a battery of more than one ri (TN, about 4 kn.) wide, 
arranging heavy guns, field guns and machine gune along the road running along- 
side the river. Just at that time several ships which seemed to be transports 
full of defeated soldiers came in sight some several thousand metres downstream 
from WUHU and we opened fire at ther. 


"T heard that a British warship happened to be in the group and was hit 
by some of our shells, and that it becane a problem later on, but as for the 
Imperial Army, we merely carried out tho proper moasures," (p. 13 - 14) 


"At that tine, an interosting thing happened. Aftor the shelling of the 
British warship and immediately following tho fall of NANKING, a Japaneso 
destroyor came up the river and appeared in front of WUHU. I at once requostod 
the ship to stop and tho captain of tho ship, a certain Licutonant-com-ander, 
came by launch and landed to soe us. Wo oxchanged various informations. Aftor 
this, I said to tho Lioutenant-commandor, 'Frankly, wo aro quito distrossod 
bocauso we havo had nothing to oat or drink. I wonder if you can spare us sono 
rico and sako, if you have any?! Ho roadily accoptod and answored that he would 
have his mon bring thom ovor. 


"'?his is it', wo said, and waited expectantly. Soon after, tho marines 
brought tho rice, but told us that thoy had no sake. The messengor for tho 
captain said, 'WYo roally had sako with us, but on tho way from NANKTIUG, wo 
sank all the innurorable Chinese junks that woro floating around full of onony 
soldiors. Whon wo thought of all those enemy soldiors bocoming food for tho 
catfish in tho YANGTZE Rivor, it dolightod us so much that wo couldn't help 
drinking up all the sake in colobration of our victory. Wo feol very sorry that 
we can't sparo you any'. '0O. K.! 


"At that timc, ovon British warships could not pass off WUEU without boing 
firod at and naturally the Chinese transports wore not able to go beyond WUHU. 
The opposite bank was alroad capturod by tho Japanose troops. Thoreforc, the 
dofoatod soldiors of WANAIUG that jumpod into the shins could flee noithor up 
nor down tho rivor. As if a big snako had swallowod an elephant, the onony ships 
woro holplossly cornorced on the wators botwoon IANKING and WUHU, unable to move 
cithor way. To think that our dostroyers roally biastod away at thcoso junke 
mado us aK happy for it must have boon quite offoctivo and delightful." 

(p. 14 - 15 


"Tho first important point in the now systor is to make a grand rovolation 


of our national polity. That is, it is nocossary to havo politics, ccononics, 
culturo, national dcfenso, and ovorything olse, all focused on one, the Smporor, 


PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/4f0a1 8/ 


Jocument No, 488 Page 2 


oa the whole forco of the nation concontrated and displayed from a single point. 
Sspocially, the political, economic, and cultural lines which had beon organizod 
and conducted by liboralism and secialism in the past should be reorganized 

according to the principlo of ononoss in the Imperial Way (TN, KODO ITTAI SHUGI), 


"This systom is tho strongost and the grandost of all, and, at the same tire, 
is that which will detormine tho futuro trend of our nation for a thousand yoars 
to come. Thoro are many countrios in the world, but there is absolutely no 
nation that can compare with our national blood solidarity which makes possible 


= 


a unification like ours with the Emperor in tho conter. 


"In this sonse, this system will not only mako tho developmont of our 
principle of the 'Wholo World Undor One Roof! (TN, HAKXKO ICHIU) a success under 
tho presont world chats, but will turn tho crisis into a divine opportunity and 
onable our nation to grasp the reins to load the world in a new world ordor. The 
CHINA Incident may well be called the ovoning battle for the construction of a 
now world order. 


"Therofore, the new system reveals tho charactoristic ideal of our race at 
this critical monent, and at the samc timo, it is only tho new systom that can 
open a clear path for tho rovelation of tho princivlo of the 'Whole World Undor 
One Roof! (TN, HAMKO ICHIU) and lead tho world from its ma@ confusion. So, 
this ie somothing more than meroly an intontion. If it is that which is 
necessary to a policy, the new system will bo unnoccossary whon circunstances 
which nocessitated the policy disappear. For example, assume that wo compromise 
with AMERICA and BRITAIN, then, the now system will not always be nocossary. 
The now systom aims at tho establishment of a now world ordor, organizing a 
characteristic national syster and whatever circumstances may develop to lead 
those circumstances as according to the princinle of HAXKO ICHIU (TN, Whole 
World Under One Roof), onvoloping tho whole world in tho principlo of the 
egies Way, and, at tho samo tine, completoly snlving the prosent crisis." 

p. 52 - 53) 


"The very conclusion that the CHINA Incidont cannot bo settled unless wo 
cooperato with tho Ancricans and British, provents tho Incidont from ovor boing 
sottled. The momont we establish a policy to drivo out all Anglo-Ancricans 
from CHINA, CHINA will begin to novo toward a now ordor, Tho Buropean situation 
will also change immodiately when wo make up our minds to forn a joint front 
with GERMANY and ITALY. If wo hove in vain that GERMANY and BRITAIN would 
fight forovor, the European War may ond onrlior than we oxpect. Only when wo 
rid oursolvos of this idcoa that wo havo to dopond on BRITAIN and AMERICA, and 
establish the plan to construct a self-supporting oconory in the JAPAN-MANCHURIA- 
CHINA bloc, can we matorialize an expansion plan of our armament, production 
powor, indepondont of BRITAIN and AMERICA. Has tho govornnent studied or formed 
any plans for cementing an econoric plan with the intention of freeing itsolf 
from a pro Anglo-American policy? We'll lose GREAT BRITAIN and the UNITED STATES, 
but MANCHURIA, CHINA and tho SOUTH SEAS will become ours. 


"Of course, it will roquire a good deal of offort to establish this bloc, 


and it cannot bo mentioned in tho same breath with the easy pro Anglo-Anmorican 
policy, but whon we face it with tho rosolution of the soldiers out on tho front, 
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tho more difficult things will be, tho results will be the real blood and flosh. 
Instead of rolying on forcign sourcon for matorials, to have ono's own through 
toil and hardshivs should bo tho nation's attitude. 


"Only whon wo firmly do boliovo that allying with GERMANY and ITALY, and 
oxpolling British and American influonces from CHINA, and sottling the 
Incidont with @efinito moasuros anc plans, aro tho stoos our nation should 
take, will tho various administrative olans for the cowmtry be formed, tac 
goal of the pooplo dctormined, and tho pooplo, defying all hardships, carnostly 
strive for tho sottlorent of tho Incidont with a burning hopo for the future. 
is not ondsavoring toward tho naterialization of this 


of no practical vuiue? The tine is whon wo rust choose betwoon maintonance or 
destruction of tho presont status quo. Compromiso is not allowoc. To Pronior 
YONAI, we ask tho government's decision concorning theso mattors." (>. 73 - 74) 
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